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T 0 
The RicuT HONOURABLE 

T © H 1; 
EARL of HOPETOUN, 

HIS MAJESTY's 
HIGH COMMISSIONER 

T 0 

The GxNERAL ASSEMBLY of the Church 
of SCOTLAND. 


My Lox, 


HE high charager which Your 


Grace now ſuſtains with 1o 
much honour and dignity; Your di- 


 ſtinguiſhed zeal for our happy conſtt- 


tution in church and {tate, eſpecially 


during the late times of danger and 


K rebellion : and Your UNCOMMOD Tenc- 


rolity, 
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roſity, of which this city in parti- 


cular affords ſo many laſting monu- 
ments; have encouraged the follow- 
ing plain diſcourſe, in favour of public 
virtue, to hope for Your Grace's pa- 


tronage; and have given me the 
happy opportunity of teſtifying to 
the world the high eſteem and reſpet | 
with which I have the honour to be, Þ « 
= N 
y LoR 
M ORD, T 
Your Gxace's W 4 
moſt obliged; -* >. -- 3 2 
molt humble, and as 
| 111 
: fir 
Edinburgh, moſt obedient ſervant, | m 
June 1it | | | az! 
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ALEX. WEBSTER. 
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S E R M O N 
= PREACH'D BEFORE THE 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY, &c. 


PSALM cxxxvil. 5, 6. 


Is I Fox6ET THEE, O JERUSALEM, 
LET MY RIGHT HAND FORGET HER CUN- 
NING. 


IF I do NoT REMEMBER THEE, LET MY 
ToxnevE CLEAVE TO THE ROOF OF MY 


MouTnr; 1s I pxzgFER Nor JERUSALEM 
ABOVE MY CHIEF JOY. 


HIS pſalm, whoever was the writer of it, 
appears to have been compoled in the latter 
days of the Jewiſh church, during the Babylc- 


nth captivity, or immediately after it; for, in the. 


firſt and ſecond verſes we find the people of God 


mingling their tears with the waters, and hanging 


their harps upon the willows of Babylon, when 


1 7 | 
ney remembred the former gjory, and conſidered 


the 
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the preſent deſolations of Zion: the third verſe 
repreſents the inhumane' and barbarous treatment 
they met with from their enemies, who, in- 
ſtead of pitying, triumph'd over their miſery, 
by calling for mirth and a ſong; to which 
theſe brave captives refolutely anſwered in the 
fourth verſe, «© How ſhall we ſing the Lord's 
* ſong in a ſtrange land?” Shall we proſtitute 
theſe ſongs, ſacred to the honour of Zion's God, 
to mere ſport and paſtime? ſhall we ſing theſe 
divine anthems, peculiar to the temple-ſervice, 
when baniſhed from the temple, and exiles in 
this land of idolaters? no, fays the pfalmiſt in 
the words of our text, © If I forget thee, O TJe- 
«« ruſalem, let my right hand forget her cunning; 
_« if IT do not remember thee, let my tongue 
« cleave to the roof of my mouth; if I prefer 
*« not Jeruſalem above my chief joy,” or, the 
| head of my joy: 4. 4. If, unmindful of thy deſcla- 


tions and thy ruin, I ſhould gratify the deſires of | 


| thine enemies, by profaning thy muſic and thy 
ſongs, let my right hand loſe all its {kill of rouch- 
ing the harp any more; if I do not remember 
thee with the moſt hearty ſympathy and concern, 
and prefer thy welfare and proſperity to every 
worldly joy, let my lips be for ever cloſed, and 
my tongue be tor ever filent, 


fs 


Il, 


j 


[S.] 


As Jernfalem was the capital city of TJudea, 


| and the ſeat of empire, where were * ſet thrones 


« of judgment, and the thrones of the houſe 
« of David (a),” it may here fitly repreſent the 
whole nation of the Jews; and as it was the 
holy city, © whither the tribes of the Lord went 
« up unto the teſtimony of Iſrael, to give thanks 
*« tothe name of the Lord (b),” it was alſo a pro- 
per type of the viſible church : in which view, 
the words of our text are the language of a heart 
fall of zeal for the welfare of its native country, 


and the church of God; and, in a ſtriking and 
elegant manner, ſer before us a lively example of 


1 truly public ſpirit, 


Is diſcourſing upon this ſubject, T do not pros 
pole to confine mylelf to that love which eve- 
ry one ought to feel for his native country, as di- 
{inguiſhed from the reſt of the world, or for 
that particular church of which he is a member : 
but to conſider the argument in the moſt extend. 


<1 licht, by ſhewing what weighty oblications we 
. C2 "a y «JI 


are under to. be zealous for the civil and relt- 


|. ions intereſts of mankind in ceneral ; whence 


it will follow, by i#trong and necellary confe-: 
quence, with what warmth of alteftion we vugn: 


B o—_ £2 


(a) --Pſal.-:cxx3t.- 5. -- (bY Plal. cxxii. 4; 


py . *%..4 
= * - i —_—_ = 
« —_ 
” 
a> 200CS Sms £2 © - 


4 
= 
48 

% 
1 


=> «6 I% FX 


Ee te ane On ————_ = 
Kel = by % - n _ - , 
k ner, LEP v7 cron 
o ; . ond -” is 
_ mm ene nn nn Coyne I FO ns 


14; Th s TY & 


__— War es 
wy 


[ 10 } 


to ſeek the good of thoſe with whom we are more 
nearly connefted, as ſubjects of the ſame king- 
dom, and members of the fame church. And, 
thro? divine aſſiſtance, I would argue, 


FixsT, From the law of our creation,. and iſ the 
the law of grace, as illuſtrated by the pre- JW ver. 


cepts and examples which we find in ſacred WW leac 
writ: And, | ear! 
| {am 
SECONDLY, From the nature of aniverfil MW und 
benevolence itſelf; as conſtituting the moſt | der 
amiable and worthy chara&er; as converfart i that 
bout obje&s of the greateſt moment an! | tha 
importance; and as inſeparably connedte! vug 
with our own true and belt intereſts. 
a 
Let us then conſider, in the | fac 
| | | we 
FizsrT place, The obligations we are undc | of « 
to promote the public welfare from the law | not 
[ of our creation, and the law of grace, as i- |Þ and 
| luſtrated by the precepts and examples in |ÞÞ of 
lacred writ. the 


| | « Have we not all one father, (fay the in- 
; * ſpired writers) and hath not one God create! | 


is us, 


No OY 


| 11 
ited 


us, 


| [14-1 


& us, Who hath made of one blood all nations 


| « of men, and is King over all the earth (c) ?” 
And it 1s the voice of nature itſelf, that mankind 


are in reality brethren, the children of the ſame 


' common parent, the offspring of the Father of 
the ſpirits of all fleſh, and the ſubjefts of his uni-. 


verſal empire : fo that both reaſon and revelation 
lead us to view the moſt diſtant regions of the 
earth as containing only different branches of the 
ſame family, or as diſtri of the fame kingdom, 
under the {ame divine government; and to conſi- 
der ourſelves as citizens of the world, parts of 
that great WHOLE, to whom therefore nothing 
that relates to the good or prejudice of the whole 
ought to be indifierent 4, 


| Anvp if we refle& onthe various powers and 
faculties, the diſpoſitions and affe&tions, with which 
we are endued by the wife and benevolent Author 


of our beings, it will plainly appear, that we were 


not made for ourſelves only, but for others allo; 
and conſequently that we ought to ſeek the good 
of others, according to our ſeveral abilities, and 


the opportunities afforded us. | 


Ns ' Nor. 


(c) Mal. ii. 10. AQ xzii. 26, Pfal, xIvii. 7, 


} Homo ſam, humani nihil 3 me alienum puto. 
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Nox can it be denied, that ſuch are the des 


pendent neceſſitous circumſtances of man, that 


he cannot live by himſelf with any degree of com- 
fort or ſafety : and if a man cannot live by him- 


ſelf, neither ought he to live to himſelf, We, of 


all other beings, when ſeparated from one another, 
are the moſt joyleſs and helpleſs: and tho' God 
hath implanted in parents and children ſuch affec- 
tions as incline them to aſſiſt and relieve each other, 


yet the wants and dangers of human lite are to 


many and great, that no particular family, how- 
ever numerous, is ſufficient of itſelf for all the 


purpoſes of well-being and comfort, We need the 


aſſiſtance of others: we need the public favour 
and protection; and therefore are bound, in our 
turn, to be uſeful to the public, who have a na- 
tural right to our good offices, and whoſe claim to 
them 1s interwoven with our frame, 


WHrarT hath been faid from the law of our 
creation, 1s' ſtrongly inforced upon us Chriſtians 
by the law of grace, which unites us into ons 
myſtical body, whereof Chriſt is the. head; 
and which conſiders all believers as members of 
the ſame undivided catholic church, whereof Je 
ſus is the Lord and King: in this reſpect the 
whole people of God are called the children of 


Zion, 


23 Þ- 


7jion, and Jeruſalem the mother of them all: 
hence Paul, having repreſented to.the Corinthians 
the ſtrict union betwixt the members of the natu- 
ral body, whence reſults ſuch mutual ſympathy 
and concern, that there is no ſchiſm in the body, 
but the memb-rs have the ſame care one for ano- 
ther, concludes, © Now are ye the body of 
« Chriſt; and members in particular (d).” 

| Now, if the ties of nature are fo ſtrong and 
powerful, how much more thoſe of grace? if, as 
men and brethren according to the fleſh, we are 
bound to help one another, need I fay this is in- 
cumbent upon us as brethren in Chriſt, link*d to- 
gether in the ſureſt bonds of love and friendſhip, 
within the ſame everlaſting covenant, and anima- 
ted by the ſame ſpirit? 


Trex argument, in this view, will appear 
more convincing, when we conſider the precepts 
and examples of facred writ: the genius of our 
holy religion breathes every where, a diſintereſted 
regard, for the glory of God and the happt- 
neſs of mankind; that charity and benevolence, 
which ſeeketh not her own, but the good of 
others, appears almoſt in every page of the 
- pA New 

{d) x Corinth. xii, 27; 
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[ 14 ] 
New "Teſtament; fo that it is not eaſy to con« 
ceive what could tempt a celebrated writer to 


obje& to Chriſtianity, that it nowhere recommends 
private friendſhip, or the love of our country. 


'This was doubtleſs included in the royal law, 


under the Old Teſtament, of | loving our neigh- 
*« bour as ourſelves (e).” And it is the lan- 
guage of the New; © Look not every man on 
« his own things, but every man alſo on the 
* thingsof others (f):” Paul exhorts the Gala- 
tians to * do good unto all men, eſpecially unto 
*« them who are of the houſhold of faith (g) :” 
' To add to godlineſs, brotherly-kindneſs ; and 
** to brotherly-kindneſs, charity (h),” is the 
dottrine not only of Peter, þut of the reſt of 
the apoſtles: which precept is carried to the 
higheſt perfeftion by our Saviour himſelf, who 
commands us to love one another, as he hath 
loved us (i); nay, to extend our regards to all 
our brethren of mankind, the moſt unworthy not 
excepted, in imitation of our heavenly Father, 
** who ſendeth rain-on the juſt and the unjull, 


& and is kind to the evil and"unthaakful (k).” 
Noz 


(e) Lev. xix, 13. (f) Philip. it. 4. (g) Gal. vi. 10. 
Q1) 2 Pet. i. 7, (G) John xv. 12. (k) Matth, v. 45: 
Luke vi. 35, | 


10. 
45: 


38-1] 


* . 6... #5 . a F o . £ 
Nox is this divine virtue more conſpicuous in 
the precepts, than in the lives of Chriſt and his 


* apoſtles, and other holy men of old. Need we 


go to Rome or Greece, for inſtances of thoſe 
who preferred the public intereſt to their own pris 
vate advantage? No, my brethren; the bibles 
which we hold in our hands furniſh far more 
ſhining and illuſtrious examples : animated by this 
noble principle, Moſes, the great lawgiver of the 
Jews, was willing to die for his people, tho' the 
moſt ungrateful rebellious race (I): Eh trembled 
more for the ark of God, than for the deſtruc- 
tion of his family (m); and the royal pſalmiſt 


could fay unto God himſelf, «The zeal of thine 
' « houſe hath eaten me up (n):” in what moving 


ſtrains do we find Eliſha, Jeremiah, and the other 
prophets, mournihg over the deſolations of Zion, 
longing and faſting, and praying that the «ſet time 
« to fayour her might come, taking pleaſure in 
« her very ſtones, and favouring the duſt there- 
« of (0)? how ſtedfaſtly did Daniel adhere ro 
the intereſts of true religion and liberty, when 
thrown into a den of lions (p)? and the three 


children, when caſt into Nebuchadnezzar's fur-. 
nace, ſeven times heated (q)? But time would 


fail 


_ ©) Exodus xxxii. 32. (m) 1 Samuel iv. 13, 18. 
(n) Pal. lxix. 9, (o) Pal. cii. 13, 14. (p) Dan. vi. 
10,16, (q) Dan. ui, 13,23. 
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Fail me to tell of Iſaiah, and of Nehemiah, and 
Ezra alſo, and of Samuel, and other ſaints; whoſe 
zealous appearances for God, in times of public 
danger and diſtreſs, are celebrated in ſcripture to 
their immortal honour, | 


AND what ſhall T fay of the apoſtles, and fir{? 
followers of the Lamb, who loved not their lives 
unto the death, that they might fulfil the mgini- 
ſtry, and the work, which they had received of 
the Lord Jeſus? Language cannot expreſs tha: 
fervent zeal, and brotherly affe&on, which Paul 
felt when he ſpoke theſe ſurpriſing words, «1 
« eould with that myſelf were accurſed from 
«« Chriſt, for my brethren, my kinſmen accor- 
« ding to the fleſh (r);” and, leſt we ſhould 


imagine his concern extended no further than to 


his own countrymen, the Jews, he would have | 


us know, as he tells the Coloſſians, © what great 
« conflict he had, not only for the ſaints and 
« faithful brethren which were at Coloſſe, but 
« for them of Laodicea, and for as many as had 
« not ſeen his face in the fleſh (1.” 


In like manner, the other apoſtles, inſtead of 
confining their labours within the narrow ſphere 
belt - 

0! 


(rt) Rom. ix. 3. (1) Col. il. 1, 


v» F PR 


# 


L.37-:4 


out devils, and preaching the goſpel of the king- 
dom, forcing their way thro? numberleſs hazards 
and dangers ; and having finiſhed their painful 
courſe, ſealed their teſtimony with their blood. 


THress indeed are ſhining examples of a tru- 
ly pablic ſpirit: and yet one ſtill remains far more 
perfe& and glorious; the example of our bleſſed 
Saviour himſelf, who came from heaven to earth, 
to live and die for a ſinful, rebellious world. The 
illuſtrious tribe of patriots, martyrs and confeſſdrs, 
have done much and well; but Jeſus has done in- 
finitely more and better. What Paul ſays of him- 
ſelf is applicable to his Lord and Maſter in a far 
higher ſenſe; © In labours more abundant, in 
« wearineſs and painfulneſs, Tal watchings often, 
* in hunger and thirſt, in faſtings alien; in cold 
and nakedneſs; and beſides thoſe things that 
are without, that which came upon him daily, 
* the care of all the churches. Who was weak, 
© and he was not weak ? who was offended, and 
'* he did not burn (1)? With what ardent 
Fas and indefatigable labonr, did he {eek to ga- 

ther Jeruſalem, as a hen gathcreti her chickens 
'S nnder 


(1). Cor. $1. 23. 27, 20-29; 


> of 


of their particular friends and countrymen, went , 
from place to place, from city to city, caſting 
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under her wings! and when ſhe would not hearken 

to his compaſſionate intreaties, how moving his la- 
mentation over her, © O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, if 
* thon hadſt known, even thou at leaſt in this thy 
«« day, the things which belong unto thy peace! 
« but now they are hid from thine eyes (u).” 


Wha, JI,0Q_ pd 2 Þwuw wu 


Hzs amiable charaQer is elegantly ſumm'd up, 
by the apoſtle Peter, in theſe comprehenſive words, 
« who went about doing good (x.)” Not fatis- 

| fed with bleſſing his relations and diſciples, 
thoſe who came to him, his enlarged heart ſought 
every opportunity of extending its affeQionate 
regards to the whole human race; doing good 
both to Jews and Gentiles, to the fouls as wel! 
as the bodies of men; reſtoring them at once to the 
divine favour and to the divine image; and having 
erefted the kingdom of God among men, on thc 
ruins of ſuperſtition and idolatry, he died a glorious 
vidtim for the honour of God and the ſalvation of 
his people, greatly pouring out his foul upon the | + 
| croſs, © as the propitiation for the ſins, not of þ 
| * the Jews only, but of the whole world (y).” 


AND 


(u) Luke Xiil, 34. Xi%. 42, (x) Aﬀts x. 38. Cy) 1 ]o. 
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And thus you ſee how the united voice of 
nature and of grace, the law and the prophets, 
Chriſt and his apoſtles, call upon us as chil- 
dren of the great Parent of mankind, and mem- 
bers of the body of Chriſt, to prefer the public 
welfare above our chief joy. We proceed there- 
fore, as was propoſed, in the | 


SECOND place, To recommend ſuch a ge- 
nerous public ſpirit from its own nature and 
excellency; As conſtituting the moſt ami- 
able and worthy charafer; As converſant 
about obje&s of the greateſt moment and 
importance; And as inſeparably conneted 
with our own true and belt intereſts. 


/ 


«© WHATSOEVER things are true, whatſo- 


«« ever things are honeſt, whatſoever things are 


« juſt, whatſoever things are pure, whatſoever 
« things are lovely, whatſoever things are of 
« good report, if there be any virtue, and if 
« there be any praiſe (z);” Theſe are all com- 
prehended in that general go0d-will, and public 
afftetion, of which we now ſpeak. If weeſteem 
the affeftionate parent, or the dutiful child, the 
loving brother, or the faithful friend ; what eſteem 
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is due to the Friend of mankind, and the Loyer 
of fouls ! 
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IN the exerciſe of the more private virtues, 
we ſee only parts of a charafter, and many things 
are ſti]] wanting ; but, in the exerciſe of univerſal 
beneficence, we fee all the ſocial virtues happily 
united ; we fee a character carried to its'highel! 
pertetion; a man reſembling God himſelf, by 
diffuſing bleſſings and happineſs around him. 
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REPRESENT to yourſelves ſuch a worthy pa. 
triot-in the ſenate, greatly pleading, in face of ap- 
proaching danger, the cauſe of an injur'd nation or 
þ church : Follow him to the camp, in his garments 
=” roll'd in blood, where, unmoy*'d amid{t all the hor: 
Tours of war and inſtruments of death, he fights 
| for his people and the cities of his God ; And ſec 
him at laſt falling a ſacrifice in the noble conteſt; 
or ſee him, if brought to a ſcaffold, not accepting 
| deliverance, but calmly reſigning life itſelf 3 
| a glorious martyr for his God' and his country: 


I bn IE +8 4 
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reſpet from encmies themſeives. 


and you behold a ſight lovely in the eyes of God, F 

and of all good men; human nature in its oreat- | 

eſt glory and perfetion; a charatter ſhining witl | 
ſuch unfading luſtre, as muſt neceſſarily commaal Þ_ 
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WHEREAS, on the contrary, there can be 


| nothing more hateful and mean, than a mer- 
- cenary ſpirit; a man wrapt up wholly in himſelf, 


forgetting the very end and deſign of his being; 
forgetting | that ſubordination which God hath 
eſtabliſhed in his world; breaking thro? every tie 
of duty and gratitude, love and benevolence ; 


and all this, to anſwer no higher purpoſe than the 


gratification of his own irregular and ſelfiſh ap- 
petites: ſuch a man, tho' deck'd with the orna- 
ments and ſpoils of his fellow creatures, is, in 
reality, more od1ous, and a greater blemiſh in 
the moral, than the moſt ugly and deformed 
creature can be in the natural world. 


'] x was likewiſe obſerved, That we are bound 
to prefer the public good to private advantage ; 
not only as ſuch a temper and condu&t conſtitutes 
the moſt amiable and exalted character, but as 
it is converſant about obje&ts of the orcateſt mo- 
ment and importance. 


GREAT was the obje@ of the pfalmiſt's zeal 
in the text, the whole nation and church of the 
Jews; but greater, {ti!], 1s the object of that en- 
jarged affeftion we are now recommending, We 
Ipeak of the higheſt of all ſocial duties, rcoard to 
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[ 22 ] 
the religious, as well as to the civil intereſts 
of men; all their concerns, in reference to ſoul 
and body, time and eternity ; reſpeCQing not a few, 
a family, a city, a particular nation or church, 
but all our fellow men, and all our fellow Chriſti. 
ans. And can we conceive any purſuit more worthy 


of the rational nature, or more becoming the hea. 


ven-born ſoul ? a purſuit which ſtretches its happy 
influence beyond the limits of mortality, into the 
eternal world, and follows the redeemed of the 
Lord thro? all the growing ages of that everlaſt- 
ing tate. 


GLoR1ovus things were ſpoken of Jeruſalem 
of old, which may with great reaſon be applied to 
the goſpel church ; *the mount Zion to which we 
are now come, _ palace of the eternal King, the 
perfe&ion of beauty, and the joy of the whole 
earth; the new Jeruſalem, the general aſſembly, and 
church of the firſt-born (a); A glorious church in- 
deed, the city of the living God, founded by his 
Wiſdom, preſerved by his Power, animated by his 


Spirit, and governed by his laws, nay, purchaſed 


with his blood. Who would not ſeek her good al- 
ways, as the beſt and the nobleſt means of advan 
cing. the honour of God, and the happineſs of his 

creature? : 


(a): Heb xil.-22; 23; 
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n. | ; creatures? 'To which may be added what wag 
uw obſerved, 
w, | 
h, | IN the laſt place, 'That ſuch a generous con- 
th. cern for the public welfare, is inſeparably connec- 
by þ 4 red with our own true and beſt intereſts. 
eas. , 
WHaAT 1s the public, the ALL, but the indt- 
4 ' viduals taken together, who muſt therefore ſhare 
he BE in one common undivided fate ? Tis here, in ? 
q F the body politic, as in the body natural, where : 
the whole members are mutually happy or mi- q 
ſerable. A little reflexion with reſpeCt to our tem- k 
_ poral aftairs, may convince us, that private hap- | 
A pineſs is not to be enjoyed on any ſure and Jaſting |! 
9h foundation, but in ſubordination to the public ; 


5m" 


Tr good. Was every one to ſeek his own peace and 


5 62 T. _ 


ole - quiet, without regard to that of his neighbour; was 
wy __ every one to purlue his particular defigns in oppo- 
—_ ſition to the general intereſt; how miſerably ſhould 
Ma | every one find himſelf miſtaken 2 'The conteſt 
To - would run higher and higher, till, as one obſerves 
wg | 11 another caſe, it.terminated in a war of all men 
jj. | 3gainſt ALL, the plain conſequence of whici: 
TIA would be the deſtrution of a1 r. 

his : 

<= i A MAN may indeed advance his own private 


!ntereft for a while, in oppoſition to the good of the 
: RO, {ocint 
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fociety of which he is a member ; but ſurely *hs 
ſtands on ſlippery places, and may be brought in. © ,q 
to deſolation as in a moment (b).” While he is ſu. Þ © 4, 


ſpeting no harm, ſome unforeſeen event cuts off Þ @, 
"LD his future hopes, and brings him down from all Þ 4 
the heights of his imaginary happine(s; agreeable Þ  z1t 
to the pſalmiſt's obſervation, © I have ſeen the ® ox 
« wicked great in power, and ſpreading himſelf Þ® an; 
« like a green bay tree: yet he paſſed away, s mc 
* and lo he was not; yea, I fought him, but he Þ his 
« could not be found (c).” He cannot always Þ * the 


deceive the injured; they begin at length to feel F 
their ſufferings, and ſeldom fail to make ſufficient | 
repriſals: But, ſhould he eſcape puniſhment from Þ an 


| | man, there is a God above him, who ſooner or la- Þ rig 
1 jþ ter will bring him into judgment. Death opens» Þ off 
4 | paſſge to that aweful ſtate, where, from hin | the 
1 | « who hath made ſuch a bad uſe of his talent, A 
Ci. © ſhall be taken even that which he hath;” and Þ had 
© the irreverſible ſentence ſhall go forth, «Caſt ye ol 
| H «© the wicked ſervant into utter darkneſs : there Þ of 
| | « ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth (d).” E cof 
| F Ox the contrary, the difintereſted friend of | 1 
, kl mankind, who makes every one's concern his Þ yin, 
| OWN, , ton 
©! Gb) Pfal. Ixxii. 18, 19. (& PAL xxxvii, 25, 36 þ 7 
F+ | (d) Matth. xxv. 24,—30. 


45-7 
Y Givs, and chearfully gives up perſonal eaſe and 


© alvantage, when it cdmes in competition with 
| the general good: how bleſſed is that man in the 


| exerciſe of thoſe noble and generous affetions, 


which yield the moſt refined delight, and moſt ex- 
alted pleaſure ! how happy in the teſtimony of his 
own conſcience, which to him is a continiial feaſt, 

and the matter of his rejoycing ! and how infinitely 
more happy in the approbation of 6ne greater than 


his conſcience, the ſupreme Lord and Judge of 


the whole earth ! 


Sucn a man, the friend of all, is beloyed 
and eſteemed by all: he paſſes thro* the va- 
rious ſcenes of lite with ſafety and reſpe&; if in 
'offices of truſt, he holds them by the ſureſt tenure, 


_ the good-will of his feilow-ſ{ubjefts : and when, 


2s to this world, he is no more, his name ſhall be 
had in everlaſting remembrance: and my audience 
will bear me witneſs, that our own nation hath, 
of late, aflordeil soME very ltriking examples 
of this amiable charaGer, 


Bur, if his LoT is caſt in the worſt of 
times, when he muſt not only quit with the 
' comforts of life, but loſe even L1Fs itſelf for 
| *the fike of his God and his Country ; he 

D thalt 
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W Shall find 1T in that other and better world, whers | 
\ God commands the bleſſing, even life for ever. | 

more (e). 

 Havin G, on a former occaſion *, illuſtrated * 

this branch of the argument at greater length; # «4 
& | I ſhall not at preſent inſiſt farther, on the infepa- | : 
[ = rable conneQion between public and private hap- | 
K pineſs, with reſpe&t to our temporal affairs. | * 
Cit and I need ſcarce ſay, how much our ſpiritual in. | * 
| | 1 tereſts depend on the proſperity of Zion, the | 2 
j church of God, as being her myſtical children, ® 
I and members of the ſame body, who mult # 
Wt neceſſarily ſuffer or rejoice with one another. = 1 
is ; ; 
| «'THarT the haters of Zion ſhall be con Þ _ * 
I «© founded and turned back : and ſhall be 3s Þ 
i « graſs upon the houſe-tops, which witheretl | 


[| « after it groweth up, while they ſhall proſper Þ * 
wu « that love her (f) ;” is expreſly declared in holy | 
||| writ, and ſlands confirmed by the teſtimony  Þ oo 
| | all ages: And it muſt be {o; for, if God loves th: 
; ' cates of Zion, he will love them that love her 

(i: and they whom God loves muſt be happy. 

| | - Wurls 
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(es) Natth. x. gg. 
FEE * Sermon preach'd oooone the Magitrates on Philip. iu. 4 
Fi (tf) Pal, Cxxix. 5, 6. CxXll. 0, 
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+ WnrLE they who fare lukewarm and indiffe- 
rent in the cauſe of Chriſt, are repreſented by the 
ſacred writers, as objects of the divine diſplea- 
ſure (g); they who are zealouſly afteQed towards 
his intereſt, are conſidered as the fpecial objects of 
the divine care and proteCtion * ; his pecuitar trea« 
ſure, in whom his foul delighteth ; the excellent 
ones of the earth, © who ſhall ſee the good cf 
* his choſen, rejoice in the gladneſs of his nation, 
* and glory with his inheritance (h).” And what 
ſhall I fay of that happineſs and felicity, which a= 
waits ſuch faithful ſervants, when welcom'd to 
the joy of their Lord? If in that day, not fo 
much as a cup of cold water, given to one 
in the name of a diſciple, ſhall loſe its reward; 
how inconceivably great, how glor jous mutt his re- 
ward be, who, from a principle ct love to God and 
inen, hath lived and died 1 in the {ervice of God and 
men! for him, indeed, is ſown a joyful light in 
the Zion that is above. And there he © (hall 
*© ſhine as the brightneſs of the firmament, and 
** as the ſtars for ever and ever (1).” 


THESE are only o few hints of what might 
_ .--naye 


2) Zechar. xii. 3. Rev. lit. 16. 
F-Ezek-—It—4+—-Rev.-viL.-3, J, 4+ : 
(1) Dan. XU. 3, 


(2) PAL: ovi.--5..: xevii. 21: 
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have been repreſented, in a variety of particu. 


dars, for illuſtrating the doctrinal part of ow 
DE pop 


Bur it is proper we ſhould proceed to the 
practical improvement of what hath been faid. 


Tits diſtreſſed circumſtances of the people 
and church of Gog, which gave rife to the mo- 
ving lamentation in the verſes preceeding our text, 
ought to infpire us with the molt lively ſenſe of thz 
happineſs we in this natipn enjoy. The Jews 


were exiles from their native country, under the 


oppreſtion of a cruel] arbitrary tyrant; We are 


the ſubjects of the heſt of kings, enjoying all the - 


bleſſings of Britiſh liberty. "Pazy were baniſhed 
from the tabernacle, and the altar of God; To 
Us the doors of his houſe and Ruuary are 
continually open. Tnzy were captives in the 


land of an idolatrons prince, who prohibited their 


folemn aſſemblies, and courts of judicature; but 
We are this day to meet in a judicative capacity, 
under the royal countenance and approbation ; 
and have now BEFORE OUR EYES, the coſt 


- CORFINCING proof, with how m inch propriety our 


GRACIOUS SOVEREION may be {tiled a nurfing 
tather 10 this cmroh. | 
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Wrar grateful returns might have been ex: 


peded from a people fo highly favoured ! whar 


proper improvement of ſuch invaluable privileges! 
But alas! my brethren, how have theſe things been 
perverted to the worſt of purpoſes! hath not our 


civil liberty been abuſed by the moſt daring licenti- 
oulneſs, and affronted by repeated rebellions ? and 


hath not qur religious liberty been turned into 
3n occaſion of propagating atheiſm and infidelity ? 


Tx contempt of the glorious goſpel of Chriſt; 
the neglect of divine inſtitutions; the profanation 
of that day, facred to the honour of the Redeem- 
er; the avowed impiety of thoſe who have caſt off 
all regard for God and religion ; the more ſecret 
wickedneſs of ſuch as have at beſt but a form of 
godlineſs, while deſtitute of its power and lite ; 
the want, among too many of the profeſſed fol- 
lowers of Chriſt, of that ſympathy, that love, 


and mutual forbearance, which is the d'ſtinguiſh- 


' Ing badge of his dilciples ; the angry debates and 
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warm conteſts; the qguimoſities and diviſions, 


* Which rend and diſtra&t even the friends of Je- 


fas; and in conſequence of all this, the withdraw- 
12gs of that divine Spirit, whoſe preſence 1s thg 
beauty, the glory, apd the 41.3, of a Chriſtian 


| Church; are mournful proofs, that however happy 


and proiperpas we are 19 reſpect of our outward 
| jtate 
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fate and condition, vital religion, and praCtical 
codlineſs languiſh apace. 


IN faying this much, I have doubtleſs faid 
nothing that can be denied: and God is my 
witneſs, TI mean not to indulge a cenforious hu- 


mour; but would wiſh to perſwade the friends of 


religion and liberty, how much theſe important in- 
rereſts call for their warmeſt zeal, and moſt vigo- 
rous endeavours; when, © by the abounding of 
« iniquity, the love of many waxeth Py (k), 
« and all men, as Paul ſays of his times, (mean- 
* ing the far greater part) ſeek their own, no: 
*« the things which are Chriſt's (1).” 


SUFFER then, my brethren, the word of ex. 
hortation; and ſeeing © the perilous days are 
* come, in which men are lovers of their own 
« ſelves (m);” let us imitate the noble, the gc 
nerous few, wha, warmed with the love of God 
and the love of their country, preſcr JERUS 4 
LEM to their chictelt joy, 


AND here let it be obſerved, that whatcyer 
arguments, for promoting the WELFAZE 0: 
mankind in general, ariſe from the laws of naturc 
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and of grace, from the praQtice and writings of the 
prophets and apoſtles, from the command and ex» 
ample of the great God our Saviour, and from 


our own beſt intereſts; 'Tnzy all ſtrongly plead 
for the preſervation and ſupport of our conſtitu- 


' tion in particular, | both in church and ſtate, as 


| the great means or our happineſs in this world, 
' and in the world to come. 


THE excellency of our civil conſtitution will 


| readily be admitted, as the juſt mean between ab- 


\ folute monarchy, the parent of tyranny and op= 


preſſion, and a merely popular government, the 


| ſource of anarchy and confuſiun; a conſtitution, 
by which the prerogative of the crown, and the 


| duly regulated ; 


rights of the people, are mutually ſecured and 
a conſtitution, that does not 
allow the ſubje& wantonly to rebel, on every a& 


of male-adminiſtration, nor oblige him tamely ro 
ſubmit to the overthrow of its fundamental laws : 
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to be the end of all government, 


a conſtitution, wiſely calculated to promote 
what is the true original, and what ought 
the ſafety 
and happineſs of the WroLE : And I may add, 
1 conſtitution, which provides the beſt ſecurity for 
our religious as well as civil liberty, and the 
ſtrongeſt bulwark againſt Popery, that myſtery 
of } iniquity, and grand corrupter of Chriſtianity, 
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WirTH reſpect to our eccleſiaſtical conſtitutior,, 
that part of the church of God which he hath 


planted, and which the laws of the land have e- 
ſtabliſhed amongſt us; I may be allowed to ſay, 


eſpecially from the place where I have now the 


honour to ſtand, that it deſerves the higheſt re- 


'gard, on many accounts; as a church of Chriſt, 


*« built upon the foundation of the apoſtles and 
** prophets, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the chief 
** corner-ſtone (n):” as a proteſtant church, re- 
formed from the errors and tyranny, the ſuperſti- 
tion and will-worſhip, which ſully the glory, and 
threaten the ruin, of many Chriſtian temples; 
church, whoſe rights and privileges have been 
handed down to us, at a vaſt expence of treaſure 


and of blood : a church that hath been leng the 


peculiar care of heaven, and particularly of late 
years, when God raiſed up a ſecond William, as a 
Deliverer upon Mount Zion : and in one word, 
which demands the particular attention of thc 
laity ; a church, my brethren, that gives her mi- 
niſters no dominion over your faith, or your con- 


ſcience, but calls them to be the helpers of your 


Joy ; not to lord it over God's herifage, bur to 
become enſamples to the flock, and not to ſeek 


OURS but YOU; warning every man, and teach- 


dJ? 
210 


(n) Epheſ. ii. 20. 


ROY a 


L331; 
ing every man, in all wiſdom, that they may pre« 
{ent ey man perfect in Chriſt Jeſus (o).” 


SUCH 1s the nature of the BkrTis# Con. 
5T;iTUTION, and ſuch are the principles of the 
CnuRcCH OF SCOTLAND, which I am now 
recommending to your eſteem and regard ; and 
had I been able to place the »rgument in its true 
and proper light, every heart, methinks, would 
have ſpoken the language of the text, © If I for- 
« get thee, O JexUSALEM;, let my right hand 
« forget her cunning : If I do not remember 
« thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my 
« mouth; if I prefer not [trusALEM above 


« my chict joy.” 


BuT whatever has been wanting in argument, 
will, I perſwade myielt, be more than ſupplied 
57 your own obſervation : it therefore only re- 


" mains, that I BEsEECH and ozTEST all with- 


in theſe walls, as they regard the honour of 


God, the glory ct the Redeemer, the happi- 


neſs of their fſcllow-creatures, and their own 
well-veino, to exert their utmoſt endeavours for 
:he ſupport of our civil and religious inte- 
3. Frobarked in one bottom; ſubjeas of the 

E | {an 


(0) 2 Cori 1, 24. 1. Peter V. 3. 2 Cor. xii. 14.-: Cob 
20,  Conſell, of faith, 'chap. 20. 4 ©: Fre. 
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fame kingdom, and members of the ſame chucc,Þ 
Expoſed to common dangers, and ſharing in con. 
mon privileges; Thus united, let the good (ff 


ALL be the firſt and chief care of aLL. 


® 


THe laudable zeal of the LEGrs::. 
TURE for civilizing the Highlands and Ifland; 
the continuance of the Royal BovuxrTy ff 


diffafing the knowledge of Chriſtianity thrg 


theſe remote corners of our country, wher: 


10norance and vice have long had their ſei 


and his MajgsTY's uncommon attention, finc: 


laſt rebellion, to theſe parts of his united kin 
dom, which has been followed with fo great ſuf 
ceſs, in reforming many old abuſes +; ought 


ſpire us with a noble defire of imitating his py 
ternal care, 


21" 051 


+. The DisAFFECTED have been diſarmed, and thi 
dreſs changed : the heretable juriſdictions and ward-holding; 


which tcaded to oppreſs the people, are aboliſhed : certaif 
forfeited eſtates have been annexed to the crown for increzÞ 


ing the nurber of pariſhes, and encouraging labour and mi 


nufaure: ForTS are built, and Roads made throug) the 


kt 


wht ea " 


"Y - 


moſt inacceſſible places of the North ; which will, in tin, 


open a way to traffic and correſpondence with the mori 
Southern and civilized parts of the country, and of conk| 


quence will, at length, become the happy mean, of poliſhin 
the manners of the inhabitants, of reſcuing them from the! 
preſent flaviſh dependence on their chiefs, of baniſhing thet 
nigh and defiructive notions of clanſhip, and of chavgitt 


their lanpuage, the lirong huid of IGNokancs and Rebity 
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. THryosst of my audience, whom God in his 
IN- ; 4 . . . . 
4 of Providence has raiſed to ſuperior ſtations in 


life, will permit me to rejoice in the many 


-. 


happy opportunities afforded them of promo- 
ting the public good : firſt, by their acceſs to the 


; 7 throne utfelf, and their influence with thoſe at 
_— the helm of affairs, who can build up what is 
the * caſt down, ſtrengthen what is weak, and confirm 
a the more excellent parts of our conſtitution : 
me next, by their own example; in paying a ſacred 
2, regard to the intereſts of religion and virtue, of 
wh which the many bleſt effef&ts would foon be uni- 
2 | yerfally felt: and laſtly, « by being rich in good 
—_ | © works, ready to diſtribute, willing to communi- 
ay Þ * cate, of the abundance which God hath given 
Fe ["} #* them (p).” But of this the moſt patling hint 1s 
_ ſofficient, while T ſpeak to THost © who have 


\ © clothed the naked, fed the hungry, vilited 
0 # the ſick and the fatherleſs, and made the wi- 
() Ig «< . 5 | WM * T WL | 
i * Gow's heart to ſing for joy *,” Thrice happy 
incl} Mey, who have thus made to themſelves friends 
ind p of the riches of this world; our Saviour himſelf 
299400 F | 


-n tin} Was told them, © That when it fails, they ſhall 
xe mh # ve received into everlaſting habitations (q).” 


f conk|} 

john © Fs 

m hit Tum MactsTRATES and RULERs of this 
o the! 6 _ : = Ls | | 

hes Uty, necd not be informed, That as God's 

"NAT 2s | | ; bY - 
REBEL | - - VIGE® 


(P) 1 Tim, yi. 19,— 9. * Job xxx. 13. -(q) Luke xvi. Q 
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vicegerents On earth, and veſted witn power 
and authority for the ſafety and advantage of the 
community, they are bound to rule for God, 
_ and the good of the community ; © being a ter. 
* ror to evil doers, and a praiſe to them that 
© do well (r);” imitating the excellent Morde- 


cal, © who fought the wealth of his people, and 


&# ſpoke peace to all his ſeed (1).” 


BuT T muſt not forget, my Revererd Fa 
THERS and BRETHREN, to ſtir up your minds 


and my own, by way of remembrance; Tha 


as ſubjes of the moſt gracious Prince, who hai: | 
received ſo many marks of the Rovyar I 
vouR, we may ſhow the higheſt zeal for li| 
Majeſty's perſon and government ;- 'That as mini 


ſters of Chriſt, and ſervants of the moſt hi 
| God, whom he hath honoured to preach to 


goſpel of his Son, we may count nothing i 


dear, not even life itſelf, for the ſupport and a- 


vancement of his kingdom *. Unworthy ſhall ve 
be of this glorious chara&er ; unfaithful to ou} 
truſt ; ungrateful to the beſt of friends; and alto-| 
gcther unlike our great Lord and Maſter; if ve| 
do not prefer the good of ſouls, and the inter 


of region, co our own private CONCErns., 
\ tz 
(r) 1 Pet. 11.14. (1) Eſther x. 3. * Ads xx. 24 
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orde- 
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"LL 91] 
W x learn both from the old and new teſtament, 
c« That the converſion of ſinners, the perfefting of 
the ſaints, and the edifying of the body of Chriſt, 
is the great end and deſign of our inſtitution: 
That God hath ſet us as watchmen on the walls 
of our Jeruſalem, to watch over all her intereſts, 
and to guard her againſt all attacks : "That we 
are appointed ſtewards in God's houſe, to dt- 
{tribute the abundant proviſion he hath prepared 
for his people : And that the time faſt approaches, 
when we mult render an account of our ftew- 


ardſhip (t).” 


Aw p doth it not highly concern us to have theſe 
1aportant, intereſting truths, deeply impreſied on 
our own minds, that, in view of that all revealing 
day, we may be animated To take heed to our- 
© ſelves, and to all the fiock over which the holy 
© Ghoſt hath made us overſeers; to feed the church 
« of God, which he hath purchaſed with his own 
© blood (u)?” Guarding all the avenues which 
lead unto it, againſt thole who would make 
merchandiſe of ſouls : caſting out every thing that 


_ offends againſt the laws of Chriſt; and bearing 


vith his real ſervants who differ from us in Iefler 
| matters : 


'  (t) Ats xxvi. 18. Eph. iv. 12. Ia. Ixii. 6. 1 Cor. 
W323 Pet. 1V,.40. Heh: xi. 19) AAS XX. 28. 
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matters: ſo preaching, and living, and acting, az 
we ſhall wiſh to have done in our departing mc- 
ments, when the eternal world is opening upoj; 
us; © that when the chief Shepherd ſhall appear, 


© we may receive a crown of glory that fadetl: 
** not away (x),” 


ANIMATED with this glorious proſpe&t, and 
fired with the nobleſt zeal for God, and the happi- 
neſs of mankind, let us prefer JERUSALEM a- 
bove our chief joy, adopting the pious reſolution 
of Ifaiah, © For Z1on's fake will I not hold my 
« peace, and for JERUSALEM's ſake I will not 
«« reſt, until the righteouſneſs thereof go forth a: 
* brighrneſs, and the ſalvation thereot as a lamp 


* that burneth (y),” 


FiME forbids a particular addreſs to the other 
characters and claſſes into which this audience 
might be divided : it muſt ſuffice to ſay, that the 
private Chriſtian, as well as his rulers and teact:- 
ers, has got fomethins to do for God and his 
church, for his king and his country. © It 1s 
** not in our power, ſays one, to chooſe the 
# ſphere in which we firſt appear in the worlc. 


| 66 Te 
| | ae > 


(x) 1 Peter v. 4. Cy) Ifaiah 1xii. "I 


$$ 

* Tt may not be in our power fairly and honeſtly 
* to riſe much above the ſphere in which we firſt 
**, appeared. Tf any can do ſo, they ſhould pro- 
« portionably ſhine according to their eleyation, 
« But ooodneſs and uſefulneſs in the world niuſt 
* be every Chriſtian's care. Whether high or 


« low, ſomething may be done for God and 


'** man: the rich have many ways wherewith to 
« benefit their fellow-creatures: the poor may 
* be rich in grace; may inſtru&t, adviſe and di- 
« re& thoſe about them; may glorify God by 
*« their faith, humility and patience; and may do 
« goo] to men by their example, and by prayer, 
* the inſtituted mean of obtaining bleſſings for 
* themſelves and others 4.” 7z. e. In one word, 
every one may advance the common intereit, by 
diſcountenancing vice, © the ruin and reproach ot 
any people; and by promoting that work. of righ= 
teouſneſs, which exalteth a nation, the efick 
whereof ſhall be quietneis and affurance for 
ever (2). 


% 
HEARKEN then, MEN, BRETEREN and T2. 
THERS, to what the Lord our Ged requires; 
that all of us, in imitation of our plalmil??s gone 


»*/1*% 
>< '13 
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gion of Jeſus delineated. 
Z) Prov. xiv. 34, Iſaiah xxxil. 17, 
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tous concern for the church and nation of th& 
Jews, may ſeek the good and peace of our Jeru 
falem, with the greateſt ſincerity and ardour: 


eſpecially with reſpe@ to its religious ititereſts, 


Fox this purpoſe, it 1s highly neceſſary, 
that we ſhould acquaint ourſelves with our 
BIBLES, Which, as you have heard, contain 
ſuch exalted ſentiments of the moſt generouz 
dilintereſted goodneſs; which not only recom- 
mend the warmeſt zeal for the temporal and 


eternal intereſts of men, by the moſt amiable pre. 


cepts arid animating examples; but clearly point 
out, how every one, in patticular, may a& his 
part in promoting the GENERAL happineſs and 
telicity, 


AND it is beyond queſtion neceſſary, to know 
the truth, as it is in Jeſus, in the love therect; 
to bave an experimental knowledge of divin? 
things; to haye our hearts warmed with the toy? 
of Got and of goodneſs (a). Till religion be rooted 
it the heart, it cannot poſſibly influence the life and 
practice (b). "That man, who has not the kingdorn 
of God within him, can have no real concern for 
its proſperity in the world without him, 

IT 


(a) Ephef. iv. 21. | 2 Theſf, ii.10, = John lit. 17- 
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1 is equally neceſſary, to keep npon our 
minds a lively ſenſe of the value and excellency 
of the ſeveral parts of our holy religion ; careful 
never to depart from the foundation, nor to looſe 
one ſtone of the building, perfwaded that ſuch is 
the inſeparable conne&ion berween divine truths, 


- that if the firſt link of the chain 1s wreſted out 
of our hands, the ſecond and third will follow 


of courſe; 


Bur, while we eſteem every truth precious, 
let us ſee to it, that our zeal be according to 


| knowledge, proportioned to the value and impor- 


tance of things, and condufted with that wiſdom 
and prudence, that meeknels and condeſcenſion, 
which ſo well become the miniſters of the goſpel 
of peace, and the followers of the Lamb; who 
are taught, © that the wrath of man worketh 
"© not the righteouſneſs of God { 5 Fat 


AwND as it is ſelf-evident, that the true inte- 
reſt and real honour of a Chriſtian church, can 
only be promoted by a ſteady regard to the laws 


_ and inſtitutions of Chriſt, the alone king and head 


of it; we would do well to take care, that the 
dofarines for which we contend. be the faith which 
F Was 


{) James i. 20. ; 
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was once delivered to the faints (d); and nos the 
doctrines and commandments of men; leſt whey 


we would appear for God, we be found to fight ; 


againſt him, and overthrow that very church 
which we mean to eſtabliſh (e), 


AGAIN, In our appezrances for the public in 
tereſt, every one ought to keep within his own 
ſphere; that ſphere in which Divine Provide 
has placed him. As in the natural body, fo jr 
the body politic or eccleſiaſtic, the ſeveral mer. 
bers have their reſpective places and offices aſſign 
ed them, and cannot intrude upon one another 
without breaking the harmony, and endangering 
the ſafety of the wHoLE: Hence Paul futle:; 
us not to roam at large, but exhorts © eyery maj 
*« to abide in the ſame calling wherein he is cal 
« led (f);” and ro a&@ for God, by performing 
the duties proper to his own ſtation, according io 
the talents beſtowed upon him (g). 


Ir ſhould likewiſe be obſerved, that having 
bur © one Lord, one faith, one baptiſm, on 
« God, and Father of all,” we are under thc 
ſtrongeſt obligations © to ſtand faſt in one ſpirit, 
«« with one mind, ſtriving together for the fail 


of 


(d) Jude 3. (e) Matth. xv. 6,-.9; Col. tj, 18,---22 
Acts v. 29. Cf) 1 Cor. vil. 20, (g) Rom. Xli. 4 ,—-v 
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EF & of the goſpel; endeavouring to Keep the 
\« unity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace (h) :” 


remembring, on the one hand, the words of 
our Saviour himſelf, © that a houte (or a king- 
« dom) divided againſt itſelf, cannot ſtand (i);” 
and, on the other, that union in the ways 
of truth and righteouſneſs ſhall become both our 
glory and our ſtrength; then ſhall Jeruſalem, 
2s a city compattly built together, withſtand 
all the attacks of her open or ſecret enemies, 
having ſalvation for walls and bulwarks. 


Once more, if, according to our charatter 
and circumſtances, we would imitate the pſalmiſt 
in the text, and that illuſtrious cloud of witneſſes, 
whoſe ZEAL FOR THE LokD OF HosTS 1s 
recorded by the inſpired writers with ſuch pecu- 
liar marks of the divine favour and approbation ; 


"if, like them, we would become bleſſings to 


ſociety, and ſupports to the church of God ; 
we muſt carefully guard againſt the fear of 


 * man, which, as Solomon tells us, bringeth a_ 


* ſnare (k).” Animated by that divine faith, 
which © endures as ſeeing him who is invi- 
** ible (1); Let us hold faſt our profefiion with- 

cc out 


(h) Eph. iv. 3,---6. Philip. i. 27. (i) Math, xil, 25. 
&) Prov. xxix. 25. ()) Heb. xi. 27, | | 


. I #1 


«« out wavering, let us quit ourſelves like men, ani þ * 

« be ſtrong (m).” Courage and reſolution will | ? * 

| be found of the laſt importance, while we are em-f : « 

ployed in promoting the divine honour, and KL 
: 


eſtabliſhing the kingdom of Chriſt in an ungrate.| 3 y 
fal perſecuting world ; where we may be called to » tl 
ſuffer as well as to argue for our God, and mutt} * f 
be ready, not only to be bound, but to die forÞ - 
the name of the Lord Jeſus (n). '2u 
| 2J tc 
On the WHOLE, *tis an obſervation of divine} © b 
authority, verified by conſtant experience, © Ex | ſc 
«« cept the Lord build the houſe, they labour in} | © 
« yain that build it: except the Lord keep the city, 
« the watchman watcheth but in vain (0), Tbe: | ; 
ſeech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies off | 


God, and for the Lord Jeſus Chrilt's ſake, and for | «6 
the love of the Spirit, that ye ſtrive together inf _ 
your prayers to God for us, that the ſervice which} | e: 
we have for Jeruſalem may be acceprable and} © 


V# profitable to the ſaints; that our gathering toge-| 
| I ther, at this time, in a national aſſembly, may be _ « 
| lia with joy by the will of God; and that all ow} = 
| {i endeavours for the public good may be crown'l} | 
Fi with abundant ſucceſs. | EL 
BEN | | © Yeb-# 
Bi ET Ti 
FV'k 000 Heb: 3. 83-3. Gor, 9k 0 00) As 5 13] Is 
3 


(o) Pfal, cxxvil. 1, 
; 


, and þ 2 
2 « not ſilence; and give him no reſt, till he eſta« 
2 « bliſh, and till he make JexvsALEM a praiſe 
« in the earth (p):” Lifting up your hearts with 
your hands unto God in the heavens, pleading in 
+ the prevailing name of the GREAT MEDiaTOR 
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« Yx that make mention of the Lord, keep 


| for the promiſe of the holy Ghoſt, © until the 
«« Spirit be poured upon us from on high (q) ;” 
who can ſpread his divine influence far enough 
to reclaim, not only a perverſe guilty nation (r); 
but is able, as in a moment, to change this preſent 
ſcene of diforder, of ſin and miſery, into a world 


| of harmony, of righteouſneſs and peace. 


THE xN ſhall true religion appear 1n its genuine 


glory and beauty among us, and & the kingdoms 
| * of this world become the kingdoms of our God, 


© and of his Chriſt (s):” Or, as it is elegantly 


expreſſed by Ifaiah in all the beauty of prophe- 
| tic language, © The wilderneſs and the ſolitary 


_ & place ſhall be glad; and the deſert ſhall rejoice 
- * and bloſſom as the roſe 


: it ſhall bloſſom abun- 


| * dantly, and rejoice even with joy and ſinging : 
: © they ſhall ſee the glory of the Lord, and the 


4 | bxvi. 8 


| © excellency of our God (tr). For the Lord 


« ſhall 


6, 7. (q) Ibid. Kxxii. 15. (r) Ibid. 
$,—13. (S) Rev. xi, 15. (t) Ita, XXXV. I, 2. 


(p) Iſaiah Ixii. 6 
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[ 46 ] 
& ſhall comfort Zion; he will comfort all her 
« waſte places; and he will make her wilderneſs 
* like Eden, and her deſert like the garden of the 
*f Lord (v).” 


Anv»D in that day it ſhall be ſaid to us, as to 
Judah of old, © Walk about Zion, and go round 
*© about her, tell the towers thereof : mark ye 
© well her bulwarks, conſider her palaces; that 
*« ye may tell it to the generations following 
«© for this God is our God for ever and ever; 
f** he will be our guide even unto death (x)." 


n 


A 


N o w, unto this almighty all-ſufficient Goo, 
who hath been our dwelling-place in all ge 
nerations, a wall of fire round about us, 
and the glory in the midſt of us; unto 
him be glory in the church, by Chriſt Je- 
ſus, throughout all ages, world without end. 
A ME N, 


@) Iaiah li, 3. @) Pſalm xlviii. 12,—14; 
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